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Wednesday� December 7� 2016 _ 8�00 ��10�00 A�M�
  

A CLE GENEROUSLY HOSTED BY SAGE

PRACTICE IN 

SURROGATE'S COURT:


BREAKFAST STARTS AT 8�00 A�M� _ PROGRAM AT 8�30 A�M�

305 SEVENTH AVENUE� 15TH FLOOR ��B�W 27TH 	 28TH ST��
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CLE Certificate Information 
 
Thank you for attending our program.  Your CLE certificate, if applicable, 
will be distributed via e-mail to the e-mail address you used to register for 
the program. 
 

*Please allow up to two weeks for distribution of your certificate.* 
 

 
 



PRACTICE IN SURROGATE'S COURT: ADVICE AND WAR STORIES FROM COURT 
ATTORNEY-REFEREES 

SAGE Advisors Series 
CLE presented by the LGBT Bar Association of Greater New York (LeGaL) 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016, 8:30-10:00 a.m. 
The SAGE Center, 305 Seventh Ave, 15th Floor, New York, NY 

 
AGENDA 
 
I. Registration, breakfast 8:00-8:30  

II. Welcome, 8:30-8:40 (LeGaL’s Matthew Skinner and SAGE’s Jerry Chasen) 
 

III. Introduction of the panel and topic, 8:40-8:55 (Sciacca) 
 

IV. Role of the Court Attorney-Referee in calendar, jurisdiction, and conferences 8:55 - 9:05 
(Galette)  

 
V. Role of the Court Attorney-Referee in kinships, inquest, and trials, 9:05 – 9:15 (Hammond)  

 
VI. Moderated questions, 9:15 - 9:40 (Panel) 
 
VII. Questions from audience, 9:40 – 10:00 (Panel) 



Practice in Surrogate's Court: Advice and War Stories from Court Attorney-Referees 

CLE Faculty Biographies 

Helen Z. Galette, Esq. 

Helen Z. Galette is a Court Attorney-Referee in the Law Department of Honorable Margarita 
López Torres of Kings County Surrogate’s Court.  Prior to this position, Helen practiced 
privately in the areas of Trusts and Estates, Surrogate’s Court Practice, Guardianships and 
Elder Law.  Helen also served as a guardian ad litem in Surrogate’s Court on various matters. 
Helen received her undergraduate degree from Marist College in 1991.  She received her Juris 
Doctor, cum laude, from Pace University School of Law in 1995.  She was admitted to practice 
in New York in the Appellate Division, Second Department, and is also admitted in the Eastern 
and Southern Districts of New York and the Supreme Court of the United States.  Helen is a 
Past President of the Bay Ridge Lawyers Association and has served on various committees, 
including its Programs Committee and its Winter Seminar CLE Committee.  She is active in the 
Brooklyn Bar Association, where she has lectured on promoting law practices through the use 
of social media, was a panelist for the OCA Article 81 training course, and is a member of its 
Grievance Committee.  Helen was recently a panelist in the New York State Bar Association 
CLE “What You Need to Know as a Guardian ad Litem.” 

Cynthia Hammond, Esq. 

Cynthia Hammond has been a Court Attorney-Referee in the Law Department of Honorable 
Margarita López Torres of Kings County Surrogate’s Court since 2009.  Cynthia received her 
undergraduate degree from The College of William and Mary in 1979,and her Juris Doctor in 
1985 from the University of South Carolina, where she was Associate Editor-in-Chief of the 
South Carolina Law Review.  She was admitted to practice in New York in the Appellate 
Division, Second Department.  Prior to her position with Surrogate López Torres, Cynthia was 
an associate at LeBeouf Lamb Leiby & MacRae from 1985 to 1992, handling primarily SEC 
and insurance regulatory matters.  In addition, she volunteered as a pro bono appellate attorney 
for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, writing appellate briefs in habeas corpus proceedings for 
indigent defendants on death row in Louisiana and Georgia.  From 1992 until her present 
position, Cynthia raised her family in Brooklyn while serving in numerous volunteer capacities, 
including as a Latin teacher at St. Joseph’s High School.  She is a member of the Brooklyn 
Women’s Bar Association, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Brooklyn Waldorf 
School, and a member of the Board of the Breukelein Institute. 

Thomas Sciacca, Esq. (Moderator) 

Thomas Sciacca is the Principal of Law Offices of Thomas Sciacca, PLLC, where, since 2007, 
he has focused his practices on trusts and estates, estate administration, Surrogate's Court 
litigation, and guardianship.  In addition, Mr. Sciacca is an adjunct assistant professor at New 
York University's School of Continuing and Professional Studies, an appointment he has held 
since January 2006.  In 2013, he received two distinguished awards—recognition as a Rising 
Star by SuperLawyers and as Empire State Counsel by the New York State Bar Association, in 
recognition of his pro bono efforts.  Mr. Sciacca is a frequent speaker on various topics related 
to his various areas of practice.  He is a graduate of New York University School of Law 
(LLM-taxation), Pace University School of Law (JD), and the University at Albany, State 
University of New York (BA).  He is licensed to practice law in New York, New Jersey, 
Florida, and the United States Tax Court. 



PRACTICE IN SURROGATE'S COURT: ADVICE AND WAR STORIES FROM COURT 
ATTORNEY-REFEREES 

 
Outline of Course Materials 

 
A. Kinship Proceeding - Objections 
 
B. Kinship Proceeding - Transcripts 
 
C. Kinship Proceeding – Guardian Ad Litem’s Report 
 
D. Kinship Proceeding - Decision 
 
E. Compromise Proceeding - Guardian Ad Litem’s Report 
 
F. Probate Proceeding – Guardian Ad Litem’s Report 
 
G.  Affidavit of Heirship – Kings County Form 
 
H. Matter of Michelle M. (Surrogate’s Court, Kings County July 22, 2016) 
 
I. Matter of Antonio C. (Surrogate’s Court, Kings County July 22, 2016) 
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C. Kinship Proceeding – Guardian Ad 
Litem’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 































D. Kinship Proceeding - Decision 
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F. Probate Proceeding – Guardian Ad 
Litem’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 































G.  Affidavit of Heirship – Kings County 
Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











H. Matter of Michelle M. (Surrogate’s Court, 
Kings County July 22, 2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

























I. Matter of Antonio C. (Surrogate’s Court, 
Kings County July 22, 2016) 
 
 












