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AGENDA 
 

 
I. Introduction (5 minutes) 

II. Contracts in Family Law Generally (20 minutes) 

III. Assisted Reproduction Agreements (15 minutes) 

IV. Post-Adoption Contact Agreements (15 minutes) 

V. Break (5 minutes) 

VI. Co-habitation Agreements (15 minutes) 

VII. Pre-Nuptial Agreements (15 minutes) 

VIII. Q& A (15 minutes) 



Love’s Promises: A Conversation with Author Martha M. Ertman 
 

Faculty Biographies 
 

Prof. Martha M. Ertman 
 
Martha M. Ertman is the Carole & Hanan Sibel Research Professor at the University of Maryland Frances 
King Carey School of Law.  She teaches contracts, commercial law, and contract drafting courses and 
writes about the role of contracts and mini-contracts, or what she calls "deals," in family relationships. 

Professor Ertman’s book, Love’s Promises: How Formal & Informal Contracts Shape All Kinds of 
Families (Beacon Press 2015), reaches a broad audience by blending memoir with family law stories 
about exchanges in reproductive technology, adoption, cohabitation, and marriage.  It was Family 
Equality Council’s 2015 Book Club Pick, a finalist for the Next Generation Indie Book Awards, and 
covered by media such as Washingtonian Magazine, the LA Review of Books, Time Magazine, and the 
Women’s Review of Books.   

Her other law review articles and book chapters uncover the often-hidden role of contracts and deals in 
the legal rules governing the value of homemaking labor, what she calls "Plan B" baby-making through 
reproductive technologies, and polygamy; her book Rethinking Commodification: Cases and Readings in 
Law and Culture (with Joan Williams) (NYU Press 2005) explores the reach of markets into all areas of 
our lives. 

Public presentations of her work on contracts and same-sex marriage include a New America Foundation 
reading, an online symposium on Concurring Opinions, and articles on Slate.com, Salon.com, and the 
Women=Books blog. She has also been interviewed by WYPR, Newstalk, and Keeping Democracy 
Alive. 

Professor Ertman is a member of the American Law Institute and received the Service Award from the 
Intellectual Property Section of the DC Bar Association. Before joining the Maryland Carey law faculty 
in 2007, Professor Ertman taught at the University of Utah and the University of Denver law schools, and 
has also been a visiting faculty member at the universities of Michigan, Connecticut, and Oregon. Before 
entering academia, she clerked for the Honorable Peter H. Beer, a U.S. district court judge in Louisiana, 
and practiced law in Denver and Seattle. 

 

Brian Esser, Esq. 
 
Brian Esser is a solo practitioner whose practice focuses on building families through adoption, 
surrogacy, and assisted reproductive technology, and protecting families through proper estate planning.  
He regularly works with clients pursuing private placement adoption, as well as families securing the 
parental rights of a non-biological parent through a second-parent adoption.  He counsels families on 
sperm, egg, and embryo donor agreements, and all aspects of surrogacy.  He has a particular interest in 
helping LGBT people build their families.     

Brian started his career at Arnold & Porter in Washington, DC before moving to Baker & Hostetler’s 
New York office.  He sits on the board of directors of the National LGBT Bar Foundation and is a 
member of the ABA’s Family Law Section Committees on Adoption and Assisted Reproductive 
Technology.  He has been recognized by his peers as a Super Lawyer and one of the Top LGBT Lawyers 
under 40 by the National LGBT Bar Association.  He and his husband Kevin live in Park Slope, Brooklyn 
and have two sons through open adoption.    

@BrianEsserEsq 
	  

@mmertman	  
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